ORAL HEALTH

Dogs have 28 temporary teeth and 42 permanent teeth; cats have 26 and 30, respectively. Approximately 80% of dogs and 70% of cats show signs of oral disease by age 3.  The most common dental problem of pets is a painful disease called "PERIODONTAL DISEASE."  This graded disease affects the gums and other tissues around the teeth.  It causes most “bad breath” or halitosis cases and most tooth loss cases.

Food material, bacteria, and saliva accumulate and adhere to the tooth surface forming a soft "plaque." Plaque is a gummy substance that forms on the teeth within a few hours after a meal. Plaque can be easily removed by brushing and other home care treatments.  Within twenty-four hours, plaque hardens into tartar.

Tartar, or mineralized plaque, is harmful in two ways. First, it serves as a place where bacteria can reside and multiply in the mouth. There is substantial scientific evidence that bacteria from tartar are absorbed into the bloodstream through the irritated, eroded and bleeding gums and deposited in various organs causing heart valve, liver, kidney and lung infections. Second, tartar accumulates along the gum line. As the tartar enlarges, it pushes the gums away from the roots of the teeth. Eventually, the teeth will loosen and fall out. With severe disease infected, foul-smelling, tartar laden, loose teeth cause pain and a subsequent poor appetite.  Diarrhea, vomiting, irritability and systemic organ infections may be the result of this disease. Rapid buildup of tartar is PRIMARILY due to ACIDITY of the saliva--not what your pet eats! The more acid the saliva ('spit')--the quicker the buildup of plaque.

Tartar removal requires a dental prophylaxis under anesthesia.  Leba Lab products can be used for those animals with anesthesia associated risks and is client used and recommended.  Having a prophylactic teeth cleaning every six to twelve months depending on the pet or at the first sign of tartar buildup is very beneficial to most dogs and cats. This will prevent permanent damage to the gums and roots.  It is most important that once the dental has been performed that homecare starts ASAP.  Please start homecare before tartar accumulation occurs for your pets health!!!

Common signs: halitosis, drooling, pawing at the mouth, problems eating, loss of appetite, yellow-brown tartar build-up at the gum line; red, swollen, bleeding gums; loose, broken, missing teeth; blood in saliva or nasal discharge; mouth lesions

TARTAR PREVENTION PRE/POST DENTAL

How can I prevent tartar formation on my dog's teeth?

After your dog's teeth have been cleaned, we recommend beginning home dental care to help reduce plaque and tartar buildup.

1: Feed your dog a veterinary-approved dental diet or a premium diet with scientifically proven tartar-reducing ingredients. These diets have been shown to greatly reduce plaque formation and tartar buildup. These diets contain unique additives and specially designed kibbles that interfere with plaque development. By limiting plaque as it forms, tartar development is greatly diminished.  Hills t/d is a special food that can be used as a treat or complete diet to abrade/clean plaque off the teeth.

2: Brushing your pet's teeth is another effective means of removing plaque before it turns into tartar. We recommend using a toothpaste made especially for dogs. Brushing should be done at least once daily, but we understand that not all dogs will tolerate it. Special finger brushes are made that make this task easier for you and your pet.  Make sure to use only pet toothpaste as human products contain ingredients toxic to your pets.

3: You can also use a daily oral rinse gel like Maxiguard. This type of product helps reduce the bacterial count in the mouth, resulting in improved breath. Biotene has a mouthwash that some clients like.

4: Dental bones--no knuckle or shank--and chews like CET chews or Pedigree Dentastix are enjoyable for your pet.

5: A daily water additive like BIOTENE can be used as a brushless solution to bad breath and plaque accumulation; plaque is kept entirely off the tooth with this product or tartar accumulation is significantly reduced so that the plaque can easily be rubbed off teeth.

6: You can use a dental wipe/cloth after meals for plaque removal.

7: There is dental vaccine available to decrease bone loss too.
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8: For dogs that are unsuitable candidates for dental procedures due to anesthetic risk, www.lebalab.com sells a wonderful natural product that is client used and recommended that literally causes calculus to fall off the teeth.
If you are interested in any of these products please let us know.
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